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House Unit 




By JOHN W. FINNEY 

'Spedsl to The New York Times 

WASHINGTON, D*c,_ 

House Armed ServicjSs 
mittee recommende iMrf 
immediate military .-{£%», '.'fi# 
taken to prevent 
use of Cambodia as ; *ji^cf^aU( 
and supply base for the jrar In 
South Vietnam, 

The subcommitteeV T #/Mch is 
conducting an on-the-sj>ot H 1n-‘ 
vestigation of military * bolfcy 
in Vietnam, said' th§t wfme'the 
United States was makjngmTli- 
tary progress, “the! orogress.fe 

mnrh tnn slnw.” - ' 

fii 



much too slow.” 

To “speed the day , 


tory,” it said in 4 >eriort to 
the House, the United States 
should do the following things: 

^Undertake “adequate Search 
and surveillance" measures wl 
prevent supplies from passing 
through Cambodia and to pre- 
vent Cambodia from beipg used 
by North Vietnamese and Yfct- 
cong troops as a MUictttiry, 
regrouping and staging area. 

^Permit the military to . at- 
tack antiaircraft .^positions in 
North Vietnam as “primary 
targets,” even though they may 
be in heavily populated ared£ 
qCut off the potf of Hai- 
phong as a major source of 
war supplies for North Viet- 
nam. 1 ‘ 

The House Unit,,' the Special 
Subcommittee on National De- 
fense Posture, is headed py 
Porter Hardy Jr., Democrat pf 
Virginia. It was set. , up lgsjt 
August to examine plans to 
“win the war in -Vietnam” and 
to study the impact tne*war 
has had upon United States 
military readiness' elsewhere ’ 
the world. pnstui 

The group, which has Been 
traveling throughout the' Pacif- 
ic and Southeast Asia g&W? 
" -a- 


Nov. 24, has been operating 
in considerable secrecy. 

It has made no plans, to 
release testimony it has taken 
froplU military officials, includ- 
ing <Ien. William C. Westmore- 
land,, 1 commander of United 
States forces irt South Vietnam. 
'However, an “interim, in- 
formal report" on the subcom- 
mittee’s preliminary findings, 
wa| presented to the House 
by , ^Representative L. Mendel 
Rivers, Democrdt of 'South 
Carolina, who is chairman of 
the Armed Services Committee. 
Halleck a 'Member , 
ides Mr, Hardy! the sub- 
cogpnittee is made up of 
ch Kies A. Halleck, Republican 
of jjidiana, F. Edward Hebert, 
ocrat of Louisiana,. Samuei 
tratton, Democrat of New 
and William L. . Dickin- 
k Repbulican of Alabama. * 
cause their: ^position on 
Jltary matters . is respected, 
thieir recommendations are ex- 
~“£ed to carry, considerable 
ght within the House and 
s indirectly within the Ad 
istration. - 

an extent, the recom- 
mendations, reiterate earlier 
ones made by committee mem- 
bers. But the subcommittee in- 
troduced an important new ele- 
ment in Congressional pressure 
uggn the Administration with 
itgv recommendations for mili- 
tary measures to prevent Com- 
munist use of Cambodia. i . 

*fh the past, the Administra- 
tion, eager to preserve the 
neutral status of Cambodia and 
to' contain the war in South 
Vietnam, has expressed -uncer- 
tainty over how much use was 
being made of Cambodia by the 
Communists. But there was no 
Uncertainty in the subcommit- 
tee report. «■**«■■■— — 
/“There i 
Cambodia is 


North Vietnamese ,an4 the Viet- 
cong as a sanctuary' fend fot 
regrouping and ftaging areas 
in carrying out offensive ac- 
in carrying out -Offensive: .ac- 
tions,’* the subcommittee said. 

Furthermore, , -it continued, 
“There is Convincing evidence 
that., ./supplies .are , coming 
through Cambodia via two 
major waterborne purees: Jthe 
seaport of Sihanoukyille (the 
main port of Cambodia) and 
up the Mekong river. ‘The low- 
er reaches of which are com- 
pletely within Sutb. Vietnam.'” 

“This must be . known Jo 
Prince Sihanouk (the Cambod- 
ian chief of state), who refuses 
I publicly to i recogni?e ;lt,’” i ; it 
said. *■ > ia ■>- ' v '< 

“It is the firm view of the 
subcommittee that adequate 
search .and surveillance mea- 
sures are not being carried 
out,” the report said. “Imme- 
diate steps should be taken to 
correct these intolerable situa- 
tions.”,. . r 

The subcommittee did not 
specify what “search and sur- 
veillance measures” should be 
taken. However, it presumably 
was reflecting military propos- 
als for naval action against 
■ shipping going into Sihanouk- 
ville and for greater leeway 
in operations ag.ainst Commu- 
nist bases on * the , Cambodian 
side of the frontier with South 
[Vietnam. 

The subcommittee did not 
specify what steps it believed 
should be taken to close: 
Haiphong. But it said that 
Haiphong was “the principal! 
point of entry” for weapons 
and other war materials for 
the North Vietnamese and the: 
Vietcong. .*,[■' • 

It said, therefore, that “this 
not be permitted to 
be a fource of their 


Ob- jJjS* 'the sub- 
committeiatroh^y ^opposed 
any temporafyl bombing ces- 1 

tin ' it had learned 
that no air strikes were being 
flown specifically to destroy 
antiaircraft and :Surface-to-air 
missile installations?, . ■ 

North Vietnam pas “deliber- 
ately posftlon'6d”¥ntiairfcraft 
installations i'in M&tWily popu- 
lated areas, being convinced 
thatt the will . . /..escape at- 
tack,” the subcommittee said. 

' ‘This iiTah Unacceptable con- 
dition,” it said. “The military 
should be permitted to desig- 
nate these defenses as primary; 
targets.” : v~.- .v ’ ! 
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ToCambodia 

* ***’ ■ j «. pf ... 

y Expand 



Ii suggests 
be go- 
ological 
if , very 



[■A>i-0y Murrey Marder 

,*5PNfcSngton Post Stall Writer 

Sfclie Department ’officials 
expressly left open yesterday 
tae possibility ■ that. American 
troops increasingly may cross 
the South Vietnamese-Cambo- 
dian border in “self-defense” 
•itoafc attacking Vietcong 
toeirpias. - • .• 

j ‘‘officials sought to dis- 
18 ,apy likelihood that such 
Ings into Cambodian ter- 
ritory t jvould touch off major 
•international repercussions. 

apparent ft all world 
capitals that the United States 
iefftaihly has no intention 
wtmteifer of attacking Cambo- 
dia,, these officials main? 
tafted^ The United States has 
acted, and will try to continue 
to Act; with “maximum re- 
straint” over the use of Cam- 
bodian border sanctuary by 
thfc.yietcong to launch attacks 
jOr jest afterward, they said. 

the officials reiterated U.S. 
respect for the neutrality, ter- 
ritorial integrity and sover- 
eignty of Cambodia. • — 
At the same time, however, 
officials guardedly said that 
the ftilitary pattern in lie 
war ftay be developing in a 
way -that ean have disturbing 
connotations. The sequence of 
recent, sustained Vi^eong at- 
tacks, launched in 
nam near the 


bor 
that; 
tag 

vtci^^ 

heavy’ea! 

This mixture of oblique and 
direct, comments ilas given 
on “background,” f which pre- 
clude^, Quoting or' identifying 
the officials, to a forejgn 


_ i. 'HZ 6J uuuw »■ uora 

cy at the State Department|., Cambodia 



—r ■ tiijCfij 

for iron-governmental groups. 

The Washington Post; dis- 
closed Wednesday that the’ 
Johnson Administration is 
now seriously festudying its 
policy ’ that generally bars 
pursuit; of Vietnamese Com- 
munist Troops into neighbor- 
ing Cambodia or Laos. Offi- 
cials said the United ftofts 
has reached; “no decision^’; a! 
this point,, hut is simply “col- 
lecting ! : "evidence” on xfie' 
scope of the problem, 

Other sources said yester- 
day that It ( is most unlikely 
that the United States will 
publicly announce its decisions 
in any. event. Officially, the 
United States never has ac- 
knowledged that any of its 
troops have crossed into Cam- 
bodia, although this is known 
to have occurred. 

The United States present- 
ly is officially acting on a 
“self-defense” formulation; of 
1965 for its right to fire across 
the Cambodian or. Laotian 
borders or otherwise ’to" deploy 
Its forces “to protect” ; its 
troops in the border regions. 
The line between “self- 
defense’^ and “hot pursuit,” 
however, obviously is a fine 
one, virtually open to self- 
interpretation. 

State Department Press Of- 
ficer Robert J. McCloskey de- 
fined yesterday to be drawn 


port of Haiphong. 

State’s McCloskey reiterat-J 
ed that the United 
fully- prepared .‘fft. 
to help provide equi 
support, as requgste 
bodian. Prince ?for? 
nouk, to help po 
bodia’s borders. 


admits it 




definition of “hot 
; to comment on the 
subject. ' 



yesterday 
tional ’evidence of 
the ldR of pressures being 
applred to the "Cambodian 
“sanctuary” issue. , 1 r 

Committee Chairman L. 
Mendel Rivers (D-S.C.) told 
newsmen that among recom- 
mendations which protested 
that military progress in Vie t- 


physiqai : capabilities ■&&*; 
the penetration of lfp< 
cfeng— - 1 Or Americans j 
Vietnamese— across 
ders. Cambofta has 
edged that '‘from 
time,” Vietcong have 
its territory, chased ; 

Vietcong : Who -'was 
astray on ‘our Territoa 
fexpelled him.” J)ut 
that “there are not ma 
ifnter. . " . •$. ,, 

The United State's 
Sihanouk’s appeals ’ 
veto-bound Intematioi 
trol Commission (India 
da and Poland) to V-*— 
enough to cope with the prob- 
lem. There currently »• 
few flutters’ of rising .' 
in the ICC to become, 
informed .sources saidi 
clear sign that Poland* 
senting the CummunftT , 
tions’ interests, has authorf 
to initiate serious 
operations. 

Viet Corruption 
Pacification Barr\ 
Wholesale .corruptibr 
governmental and adr 
tive structure of Souti. 
nam is the greatest barrier to 
effective “pacificationij rJi — :jr - 
“motivation” of its peopl 
officials acknowledged 1 
day./ >, • ; 

The officials, who si 
citizens’ grojips at 
Department briefing” 
day, could not be ide^, 
under the briefing rules. 

The c o r r u p t i o Apr* 
exists from the’ top t 
bottom of the South Vi| 
ese government, greatly! 




... , — „ „ — w y * 

nam is “much too slow,” 


Vi:. 
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